[Ethics problems in prenatal medicine from the pediatrician's viewpoint].
Prenatal diagnosis is an integrative part of modern reproductive medicine and helps to ensure its high standards. Parents and medical staff are often confronted with difficult ethical decisions involving the different interests of mother and child and lacking generally binding rules. The paper discusses the indications of prenatal diagnosis: which procedures are mandatory and which ones should only be performed if necessary, when are the procedures and their consequences ethically justified and how should the parents be supported in their decisions. For indicated induced abortion, the rights and interests of the child, mother, family and society have to be balanced. In such decisions the weight upon the various arguments are differently distributed depending on whether the child is already viable or not. The double role of the pediatrician in counselling the parents and defending the rights of the unborn asks for carefully applying knowledge, experience, sensitivity and cogitation.